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FRANK’S HILL FAME CONTINUES TO GROW
By Mark Cupp

Frank’s Hill is located in southern 
Richland County and is an amazing 
place.  On the National Register of 
Historic Places, the east ridge contains 
a group of effigy mounds and the 
west ridge contains a line of small 
conical mounds believed to be used as 
a calendar.  Owner Frank Shadewald 
has spent a great deal of energy and his 
own money to preserve the site. CLL 
supports efforts to maintain the site with 
a small donation and occasional labor 
but the vast majority of the work is 
funded and implemented by Shadewald.  
At present, he is working to form a 
group to assure long-term protection of 
the site.  

At each equinox and solstice, as 
well as other times during the year, 
Shadewald invites the public to join him 
for observing the sunrise and sunset.  He 
also has invited Marge Gibson of the 
Raptor Education Group, Inc., to release 
rehabilitated eagles from the top of the 
hill.  Shadewald has opened the site up 
to persons of all belief systems and has 
been enriched himself while enriching 
the lives of others at the same time.

Recently, Ralph Red Fox, a 
Northern Cheyenne Elder, visited 
the site and offered insights about 

An aerial view of the east ridge mound group on Frank’s Hill taken by 
William Ishmael, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wildlife 
Biologist.  The image was used on the Wisconsin Historical Society 
Archeology Month poster for 2009.
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the potential meaning of the mounds.  Red 
Fox conjectured that the “bird woman” effigy 
represents the Corn Woman, who was responsible 
for delivering the first corn seeds to the people.  
If Shadewald’s theory is correct that the calendar 
mounds represent the corn planting, growing 
and harvesting season, then the Corn Woman 
explanation is plausible.  Without doubt, there is 
much to learn about this special place.

On September 20th, in conjunction with the 
autumnal equinox, Shadewald and his guests were 
blessed with a spectacular light show:  a glorious 
sunset in the west and a perfect and vivid double 
rainbow to the east.  Jim Sherz, mound researcher, 
spoke to the group about his research and 
interpretation of the mounds.  Preston Thompson, 
an Elder from the Ho-Chunk Nation’s Eagle 
Clan, was on hand to relate the importance of the 
mounds to his people.  A memorable day for those 
in attendance indeed!

At the Muscoda Morel Mushroom Festival in 

Frank Shadewald receives a framed poster and recognition for his work to 
preserve the mounds in southern Richland County.  Presenting the poster 
is John Broihahn, State Archeologist.

May, in conjunction with the CLL lecture series, 
Shadewald received special recognition from 
the Wisconsin Historical Society for his efforts 
to preserve the mounds found at Frank’s Hill.  
John Broihahn, Wisconsin State Archeologist, 
presented Shadewald with a framed version of the 
aerial photograph of Frank’s Hill used on the 2009 
Archeology Month poster.  Broihahn thanked 
Shadewald for his hard work and personal 
investment in protecting this important site.

Governor Doyle 
Proclaims 2009 as
The Year of the Riverway

CLL sponsors special events in
partnership with Riverway Board

By Mark E. Cupp

Governor Jim Doyle and the Wisconsin 
Legislature recognized the 20-year 
anniversary of the Lower Wisconsin 
State Riverway with proclamations 
declaring 2009 as the Year of the 
Riverway.  To commemorate the 
milestone, the Riverway Board 
organized a series of special events, 
field trips and canoe outings.  An 
important partner in the year-long 
celebration has been CLL, which 
has sponsored lectures and special 
presentations.

The Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway was created in 1989 and 
encompasses nearly 80,000 acres of 
public and private lands along the final 
92 miles of the Wisconsin River.  The 
project begins below the last dam on 
the Wisconsin River at Prairie du Sac 
and continues to the confluence with 
the Mississippi River at Wyalusing 
State Park near Prairie du Chien.  The 
long term goal is for the State of 
Wisconsin, through the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), to acquire 
the entire 80,000 acres within the 
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boundary.  Currently, the DNR 
has over 47,000 acres under 
its direct ownership or control 
via easement.  Because the 
lower Wisconsin River valley 
is amazingly rich in Native 
American history, including 
numerous mound groups, the 
acquisition of lands within the 
Riverway frequently includes 
significant archeological 
sites.  CLL has been a strong 
partner is assuring these sites 
are identified, protected and 
preserved.

To kickoff the Year of the 
Riverway festivities, CLL board 
member Frank Shadewald 
hosted a gathering at Frank’s 
Hill on December 21st in 
conjunction with the winter 
solstice.  An event was planned 
with guest speakers, a campfire and storytelling.  
However, due to -30F temperatures (not including 
wind chill factor) and two and three feet snowdrifts, 
the turn-out was limited.  The hearty souls who 
did attend were treated to a lovely sunset and some 

Dan “Mountain Man” McFeters at the Prairie du Chien Rendezvous.

Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director (also CLL President) delivers 
remarks at the Year of the Riverway ceremony held in Muscoda on August 2nd.

stirring words about the importance 
of protecting the lower Wisconsin 
River valley for future generations.

CLL also sponsored two 
special presentations.  In May, 
David Gjestson, a Black Hawk 
War historian, gave a lecture on the 
conflict and then provided a guided 
tour of the site of the Battle of 
Wisconsin Heights located in Dane 
County between Mazomanie and 
Sauk City.  In June, Dan McFeters 
portrayed a Mountain Man at the 
Prairie du Chien Rendezvous.  
McFeters discussed the fur trade era 
and the interaction between traders 
and Native Americans.

On August 2nd, a formal program 
was held at Muscoda’s Victora 
Riverside Park to commemorate 
the signing of the legislation that 
created the project in 1989.  Over 
150 people attended the special event 
including icons of conservation in 
Wisconsin and current and former 
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Despite bitterly cold temperatures, 
several hearty souls gathered at 
Frank’s Hill in Richland County to 
kickoff the Year of the Riverway.  

state legislators.  CLL 
members also were in 
attendance and helped 
with setting up and 
tearing down.  Thank you 
to all who contributed to 
a successful event!

We will return to 
Frank’s Hill for the 
closing ceremony for the 
Year of the Riverway in 
December.  Visit the CLL 
website at www.clli.org  
for more details.  

The 2009 CLL Fun Day crew on the Wisconsin River near Muscoda.  

Paddling On The River
By Mark Cupp

MUSCODA….The fifth annual CLL Fun Day event was held on July 11th.  The group of 
CLL members and friends paddled from Muscoda to Boscobel in large voyageur replica canoes.  
Presentations at sand bar stops were made by Mark Cupp, who spoke on the history and prehistory of the 

area and provided an overview 
of the Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway project.  A great time 
was had by all.  

In 2010, the annual Fun 
Day will be held on July 
10th.   A paddling event on the 
Wisconsin River with the big 
canoes and a post-paddling 
social time are on the agenda.  
Contact Mark Cupp at the 
Riverway Board office for more 
details.  (608) 739-3188 or 1-
800-221-3792 or by e-mail at 
mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov or 
visit the CLL website at www.
clli.org
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An Ode to the Riverway.

Thousands and thousands of years ago, sheets of ice surround the valley,
The ice begins to melt, trickle by trickle a giant lake forms to the north, the ice dam bursts,

A cataclysmic torrent of water cascades south and west and shapes the landscape,
The Sun warms the Earth, plants grow and animals thrive,

PaleoIndians successfully hunt a mastodon,
Death begets Life in the ancient valley.

Who will tell the story of the old ones twenty years from now?    I wonder…

Twelve millennia pass…
The effigy mound builders are here, the bird people,

Earthworks are created telling profound stories on the land,
Tumuli in the shapes of eagles and hawks, bears, water spirits, and even man,

Linear and conical mounds for the revered dead, calendar mounds to track the sun,
Cave walls speak through art, Red Horn lives on in a secluded coulee,

Who will tell the tales of the mound builders fifty years from now?   I wonder…

Six more centuries elapse, the new ones arrive…
Marquette & Joliet, Carver and Schoolcraft,

Red Bird and Black Hawk tempt fate and fade into history,
The Ho-Chunk people are removed, but come back and stay,

John Coumbe farms, Henry Dodge rises to power,
John Muir walks along the tracks and cogitates,

Reuben Gold Thwaites floats down the river and pontificates,
Aldo Leopold thinks, Frank Lloyd Wright designs, August Derleth writes,

Who will be the new ones one hundred years from now?   I wonder…

The twenty first century dawns…
And still, A blue ribbon of water meanders through evanescent, tawny sandbars,

And still, A sparkling river flows past vine clad islands and emerald bound shores,
And still, A full moon rises casting light upon the shimmering, diamond studded stream,

And still, Bottomland forests are heavy with rime, slumbering beneath a blanket of snow,
And still, Majestic bluffs maintain a silent, eternal vigil over the valley below,

What will this landscape and this river look like in the twenty third century?   I wonder…

A thousand years from this day…
Who will be here to watch in silent adoration as a bald eagle soars overhead, silhouetted against a clear, blue sky,

Who will be here to thrill at the primordial call of the sandhill crane proclaiming spring has arrived,
Who will be here to listen to the susurrus of wind in the trees whispering stories of retrospection,

Who will be here to stand amidst the effigy mounds and contemplate the legacy of those who have gone before,
Who will be here to recognize the powerful spirit of this special place, the valley of the River of a Thousand Isles,

I wonder…I wonder…I wonder…

Mark E. Cupp
August 2, 2009
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Four Lakes Area Focus
of 2008 Annual Tour
By Mark E. Cupp

CLL board member Bill Gartner was the 
tour guide and organizer of the 2008 CLL 
Annual Tour, which took place in the Madison 
area.  The group met at the McKay Center at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum 
with Gartner discussing the methods by which 
Native Americans manipulated the landscape for 
their benefit.  He discussed the prairie restoration 
project at the Arboretum and the importance 
of fire as a tool used by indigenous peoples in 
altering lands for a variety of reasons.  

The group then toured the Arboretum mounds 
before moving on to Pope County Park on 
Madison’s far west side.  One of the newest parks 
in the Dane County park system, Pope County 
Park offers a spectacular view of the surrounding 
country side and city from the high vantage point.  
Interpretative signage at the site details the social 
and natural history of the area.  

From the county park, the group convoyed 
to the Mendota Mental Health Institute grounds 
to view the many mounds found there.  The 
huge bird mound, with a 600-foot wingspan, 
is a sighe to behold!  The large bird mound is 
only accessibly by securing permission from the 
proper authorities, so it was a rare treat for those 
assembled.  

The tour concluded with a visit to the Yahara 

Heights mound group, an obscure and hard to 
find site near the marsh with an unusual water 
spirit mound.  It was a great day for a tour and 
many thanks to Bill Gartner for organizing a 
wonderful tour.

Bob Salzer discussed the mound building culture during a 
tour of the Arboretum mounds in Madison.

Bill Gartner explains the use of fire as a tool by which 
Native Americans changed the landscape during a tour stop 
at the UW Arboretum.

The Muscoda Morel 
Mushroom Festival
By Mark Cupp

MUSCODA…..Cultural Landscape 
Legacies annually participates in the annual 
Muscoda Morel Mushroom Festival with artifact 
identification and lectures.  The Ho-Chunk Nation 
also provides mounds tours and wagon rides at the 
bison ranch on the banks of the Wisconsin River.  
As usual, the event was popular with festival 
visitors and local folks alike.

Five lectures were sponsored by CLL.  The 
first presenter was Dr. Robert Salzer, who 
provided an overview and update of the Gottschall 
Project entitled “The Gottschall Rock Shelter: 
The Past, Present and Future.”  The lecture never 
ceases to amaze the crowd as the discoveries 
made at the Gottschall site are intrinsically mind-
expanding while the beauty and artistry of the 
paintings at the rock shelter are simply stunning.  
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The Surly Surveyor, portrayed by historian 
Rob Nurre, gave two presentations on Saturday.  
Nurre was a delightful addition to the lecture 
series as he immediately grabs the audience’s 
attention and leads them through a interesting 
tour of the world of an 1800’s era survey crew.  
Dressed in period costume and demonstrating 
use of survey equipment from the 1830’s, 
Nurre provides one of the finest educational 
experiences one will ever hear on the parceling 
out of the frontier.  Everyone in attendance 
came away with new found knowledge of this 
important aspect of American history.

Dr. William Gartner provided an insightful 
lecture on Native American agriculture.  
Gartner, a highly regarded geo-archeologist, 
discussed the evolution of agriculture in the 
Upper Midwest as the local people transformed 
from hunters and gathers to sophisticated 

Bob Birmingham, former Wisconsin State Archeologist, spoke 
to a packed house regarding Atzalan:  Mysteries of an Ancient 
Indian Town.

Rob Nurre, also known as the Surly Surveyor, gave two 
presentations at the Mushroom Festival.  Shown here, Nurre 
demonstrates the importance of the compass to the land 
surveyors in the early 1800’s.

agriculturists.  Gartner explained the techniques 
used by those early farmers, including the tending 
of fields that sometimes covered hundreds 
of acres.  Gartner also discussed the Hulburt 
Creek site near Wisconsin Dells where he did 
considerable research on the raised garden beds 
found there.  (See related article on Hulburt Creek 
in this newsletter for more information.)

Another afternoon speaker was Dr. 
Robert Birmingham, former Wisconsin State 
Archeologist and author of books and articles 
about the mound builders.  Birmingham spoke 
about the mysterious Aztalan site in southeastern 
Wisconsin.  An outpost of the civilization based 
at Cahokia near present-day St. Louis, Aztalan 
was a fortified village with temple mounds and a 
highly structured society.  Excavations at the site 
have provided a fascinating look at the lives of 
the village inhabitants in the period roughly from 
1000 to 1200 A.D.  

Mark Cupp, CLL President, also gave a 
presentation.  The mounds of the Muscoda area 
were highlighted in the final lecture of the day to 
emphasize the abundance of mounds that remain 
extant, despite the destruction of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of mounds in the area since Euro-
Yankee settlement less than two hundred years 
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ago.  Armed with the knowledge of where the 
mounds are located and what to find when one 
arrives at the site, CLL hopes to provide folks 
with an opportunity to seek out accessible 
mound groups and develop a personal 
appreciation for these sacred places.

In 2010, the Muscoda Morel Mushroom 
Festival will be held on May 15th & 16th.  CLL 
expects to host more lectures, demonstrations  
and special tours.  For further information,  
visit the CLL website at www.clli.org or the  
Muscoda Morel Mushroom Festival site at  
www.muscoda.com.

Effigy Mounds
National Monument
60th Anniversary, 
October 25th, 2009

April 6, 
1909, “officially” 
began the 40-
year struggle for 
a national park 
in Iowa with 
discussions in 
the Iowa General 
Assembly. Such 
conservation 
efforts and interest 
in a national park 
had strong roots 
in northeast Iowa 
during the late 
19th century. The 
efforts finally 
became reality on 
October 25, 1949, 
with President 
Truman’s 
Proclamation 
establishing Effigy 
Mounds National 
Monument.

To celebrate the 60th anniversary, on Saturday, 
October 24th, the monument will present a 
moonlight hike featuring characters related to this 
important event and from the past. Reservations will 
be required and will be taken beginning on Monday, 
October 19th, by calling the visitor center at 563-
873-3491.

October 25th “Sunday in the Park” will 
commemorate the establishment of the monument 
with special talks and a ranger-led hike, the museum 
exhibit, and birthday cake with refreshments. 
Exhibits will feature rare documents of maps from 
the museum’s Ellison Orr collection.  A special 
pictorial 60th anniversary postmark cancellation 
station will be located in the visitor center, approved 
by the U.S. Postal Service.

Effigy Mounds National Monument is located 
three miles north of Marquette, Iowa, and 22 miles 
south of Waukon, Iowa, on Highway 76.

For more information call the visitor center at 
563-873-3491 or visit the park’s website at  
www.nps.gov/efmo. 

60th Anniversary EMNM
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Strawberry Island
by Bob Salzer

In early spring, I was contacted by Bill 
Poupart (Chippewa Indian) about his plans for 
Strawberry Island, which is located on the Lac Du 
Flambeau reservation.  He and others, including 
four tribal elders, want to have the island play a 
pivotal role in a program of cultural awareness 
for the kids on the reservation.  He asked if I 
would be interested in helping out.  I agreed to do 
whatever I could.

The plan is specifically targeted on kids who 
have had troubles with drugs and alcohol.  The 
problem is that, after rehab, the kids go back to 
their peer group and the cycle of abuse restarts. 
The elders want to stop this pattern by engaging 
the kids in learning about the cultural traditions of 
the Indians.  This would involve arts and crafts as 
well as history and archaeology.  The latter would 
involve excavations on the Island, which is where 
I come in.

The ultimate objective would involve 
an interpretive center that would include 
reconstruction of wigwams and other features in 
an open-air educational experience.  White as well 
as Indian kids would be involved at first, but as it 
develops, programs for tourism would be added.

Clearly, the plan is in accord with the mission 
of Cultural Landscape Legacies (protection, 
preservation and education) and the Board of 
Directors of CLL has expressed its informal 
support for the program and willingness to help.

The “backstory” here is interesting.  I ran 
archaeological field schools in northern Wisconsin 
in the 1960’s.  I asked and received permission of 
the landowner for a modest testing program on the 
Island.  We found occupation by Late Woodland 
groups (closely related to Effigy Mound) and 
a local equivalent of the Millville Phase in the 
lower Wisconsin valley.  In addition, a badly 
burned Oneota pottery vessel was found.  The 
pot is similar to the style that was made in Iowa 
by the Ioway Indians at and prior to the arrival 
of the Whites.  Local traditions say that a major 
battle between the Sioux and the Chippewa took 

place on Strawberry Island.  The Ioway are, of 
course, Siouan speakers.

Currently, Bill Poupart and his group 
are applying for tax-exempt status from 
the Internal Revenue Service.  The present 
landowner, Bonnie Mills, enthusiastically 
supports the program and is interested in 
transferring the Island to the tribe should the 
plans come to fruition.

HULBURT CREEK
By Bill Gartner

Bill Gartner worked with the Sauk County 
Historical Society (SCHS) and the Ho Chunk 
Nation (HCN) to acquire the Hulburt Creek 
site, a relict agricultural field system that dates 
to around 1000 AD near Wisconsin Dells.  The 
Hulburt Creek fields are one of the oldest and 
best-preserved raised field sites in the Upper 
Midwest.  Gartner excavated the site as part 
of his dissertation research on “the original 
organic farmers”. 

Late Woodland peoples built the fields by 
“mounding up” a mixture of soil, charcoal, 
and ash to form elevated planting surfaces.  
This method of field construction concentrated 
nutrients in the planting surfaces and improved 
the soil moisture regime.  The ditches between 
planting surfaces were similar to compost 
bins in that they captured organic matter and 
held moisture.  Native peoples periodically 
refurbished the planting surfaces with the ditch 
compost.  

William and Phyllis Pierce graciously 
donated the site to the Sauk County Historical 
Society in December of 2008.  A dedication 
ceremony - which included presentations by 
Gartner as well as local, state, and Ho Chunk 
Nation officials - was held in May of 2009.    
The SCHS, the HCN, and Gartner are currently 
working on site management and public 
education plans for the Hulburt Creek fields.  
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Man Mound
by Mark E. Cupp

An unusual effigy mound near Baraboo in 
Sauk County has been the site of much activity in 
the past year.  In 2008, a large event was held to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the park’s 
designation.  On July 25, 2009, another ceremony 
was held to recognize the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the William Canfield’s first survey 
of the man mound.  

The event was held on a beautiful summer 
day with participants from the Wisconsin 
Archeological Society, Sauk County Historical 
Society, Aldo Leopold Foundation and Effigy 
Mounds National Monument.  Rob Nurre 
portrayed Canfield in period costume and 
read from the surveyor’s original notes and 
observations.  A re-enactment of the survey 
was conducted by Nurre with the assistance of 
volunteers from the crowd.  The tools of the 

Rob Nurre portrays survey William Canfield as volunteers assist in measuring the man mound.

trade from the survey kit of an 1850’s surveyor 
were used.  William Wenzel, a contemporary 
surveyor who has done a great deal of work 
with mounds surveying in the region, explained 
the new technology that now is available and 
that will be used to obtain highly accurate 
measurements.  This new technology could lead 
to new discoveries and better understanding of the 
mounds that remain extant.

For mound enthusiasts, a pilgrimage to Man 
Mound County Park is a must.  The unusual 
human effigy shows a figure walking to the 
west.  Horns or a headdress adorn the head.  
Unfortunately, a road cut through the legs 
separating the feet from the upper legs.  The 214 
foot long effigy evokes a sense of mystery for all 
who take time to contemplate the figure.  There is 
nothing quite like the man mound anywhere else.  

For further information on Man Mound 
County Park, visit the Sauk County Historical 
Society website at:  www.saukcountyhistory.org
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state and tribal lands.  County, town, village and 
city governments also are looking at the original 
document for guidance on management of mound 
sites within those jurisdictions, oftentimes located 
within a park setting.

The aforementioned coalition has made 
impressive strides towards preserving mounds 
sites in the Riverway.  Hundreds of hours have 
been devoted to removing down and dead trees, 
hazard trees, woody vegetation and creating 
walking trails around the mounds.  The mound 
groups on state-owned lands where work 
days have been held include the Dingman and 
Hamilton groups in the Town of Eagle, Richland 
County; the Bloyer (Twin Lizard) group and the 
Troller group in the Town of Orion, Richland 
County;  and, the Jonas group and the Siamese 
mound group, both in the Town of Pulaski, Iowa 
County.  

Thus far, in the fall of 2009, work days again 
have been held at the Twin Lizard mound group 
to prepare the site for educational tours and for 
taping of a documentary for public television.  We 
hope to expand work days onto private lands to 
assist local landowners with mounds preservation.  
The phased approach to mounds maintenance 
requires repeated work days at mound sites but 
also assures that the work is being conducted in an 
appropriate manner; slowly, gently, but surely, the 
efforts will result in protection of these sites for 
the immediate future..

If you are interested in volunteering to help 
with these projects, visit the CLL website at 
www.clli.org for periodic updates on the next 
scheduled work day or contact Mark Cupp at 
mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov to be added to the 
CLL e-mail distribution list.

Stewardship
CLL’s Sweat Equity in Mounds Preservation
By Mark Cupp

MUSCODA….CLL has established a strong 
network of partners as we strive to fulfill our 
mission to protect and preserve mound sites in 
the Upper Midwest.  The focus of CLL mounds 
maintenance activities has been the Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway and the epicenter of the 
activity is near Muscoda, the approximate mid-
point of the Riverway project.

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway was 
created in 1989 after years of planning.  The 
Riverway encompasses nearly 80,000 acres of 
public and private lands along the final 92 miles 
of the Wisconsin River.  The project begins below 
the last dam on the Wisconsin River at Prairie 
du Sac and continues to the confluence with the 
Mississippi River at Wyalusing State Park near 
Prairie du Chien.  The long term goal is for the 
State of Wisconsin, through the Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR), to acquire the entire 
80,000 acres within the boundary.  Currently, 
the DNR has over 47,000 acres under its direct 
ownership or control via easement.  Because the 
lower Wisconsin River valley is amazingly rich 
in Native American history, including numerous 
mound groups, the acquisition of lands within 
the Riverway frequently includes significant 
archeological sites.

The strong partnership between the WDNR 
and Riverway Board has expanded to include an 
array of volunteers to assist in preservation of 
mounds groups in the Riverway.  Major partners 
in this endeavor include the Ho-Chunk Nation, 
the Wisconsin Historical Society, the Friends of 
the Lower Wisconsin (FLOW), local citizens 
and, of course, CLL.    Members of this group 
and representatives of Effigy Mounds National 
Monument in Iowa developed a set of mounds 
maintenance protocols to provide guidance on 
property managers on proper techniques for 
protecting and preservation mound sites.  This 
effort has resulted in the WDNR, Ho-Chunk 
Nation and others formally adopting mounds 
maintenance protocols to direct management on 
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concentration of Indian mounds.
What makes this interpretive center unique 

is that it outlines the entire Native American 
experience from the Ice Age to the present time, 
spanning a time well in excess of 12,000 years.  
As such this center represents one of the most 
extensive historic markers in the state.  The focus 
of this interpretive center is different because, 
instead of concentrating on the romanticized 
exploits of a few individuals or a few isolated 
events, it tells of the amazing ongoing 
contributions Indian societies have made in the 
areas of social organization, arts, agriculture, and 
medicine and their impact on the development 
of this country and worldwide societies as a 
whole.  A visitor who intends to read the entire 
history shown on the displays should plan to 

Ocooch Living History Center a Hidden Gem
by Bruce Bullamore

What used to be Mill Street between Orange 
Street (USH 14) and Congress is now a lineal 
garden that serves as a monument to Native 
Americans.

The Ocooch Living History Center, as the 
park is known, contains a series of signs with 
text that explores the historical development of 
America’s first civilizations, those of the Native 
Americans or Indian peoples.

It is appropriate that this memorial park 
has been developed in Wisconsin because 
of the great significance of Native American 
heritage throughout the state, as reflected by 
the omnipresence of Indians names given to 
cities, rivers, counties and other features.  The 
reason why Richland Center is a good site for the 
center is because Native Americans first settled 
in Wisconsin in the driftless area during the ice 
age.  The preponderance of Indian history here 
is manifest all around us in the world’s largest 



Legacies News 2009 ��

Gottschall at a Glance
by Bob Salzer

(Ed. Note: Here is a summary of the  
Gottschall Project for those new 
friends in Cultural Landscape  
Legacies unfamiliar with the 
excavations.)

The Gottschall Site is a small sandstone cave 
hidden in the upper reaches of a small creek in 
rural southwestern Wisconsin.  In 1974, a local 
farm boy discovered more than 40 paintings, or 
pictographs, on the wall of the cave.  Although 
ravaged by erosion, faded by the passage of time, 
and obscured by growths of lichen, the artwork 
depicts a variety of animal and human figures.

When I learned about the find, my mind 
was filled with questions about who the artists 
were and when the artwork was done, so I began 
developing a strategy to try to find answers to 
these and many other questions.  My very first 
priority, however, was to “preserve” the paintings 
by recording them photographically. With the help 
of colleagues, we tried to “enhance” the images 
by using color infrared film.  Professor Scherz 
(University of Wisconsin Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering) had an idea that we 
might get better enhancement if we illuminated 
the wall with ultraviolet light to make the 

spend at least an 
hour reading and 
reflecting on the 
messages on the 
signs. 

The monument 
was designed to 
be a living history 
center, where 
the message is 
enhanced as we 
learn more about 
Indian heritage.  
Currently the 
message is 
displayed only on a set of vertical signs.  In the 
future, it is planned that pictorial horizontal 
signs will be added, allowing the reader to better 
visualize the Native American experiences and 
accomplishments at various times in history.  

Therefore, it is expected that the park’s 
message will be expanded and updated with maps, 
pictures and other illustrations.  Many of the 
plants used to landscape the park represent plants 
utilized by Indians for medicine, food or other 
uses.  Maps will also be provided to direct tourists 
to take side trips to other significant sites in the 
vicinity.

The Ocooch Living History Center, in 
progress for three years, was constructed, in part, 
by Department of Natural Resources grant.  The 
grant was written by Bruce Bullamore, who 
previously was employed by the Richland County 
Economic Development Corporation.

The Ocooch Living History Center should 
directly benefit Richland Center and surrounding 
areas.  As more people learn about the Center, it 
should attract visitors, which will result in people 
spending time in the area.  The park also provides 
an aesthetic and cultural enhancement for the City, 
which will be updated from time to time.

The City of Richland Center invites you to 
visit the center and provide your comments. 
How much this center benefits the community 
may well depend on how much ownership in the 
community takes in promoting this valued part of 
our history.
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proportions, and it is lengthy.  Important 
excerpts describe the hero, whose name 
was “He-who-has-deer-lungs-thrown-at-
him”.  He was the youngest of ten brothers, 
and he won a foot race when he was very 
young.  At that point, he announced that, 
henceforth, people should call him “Red 
Horn”.  He also made the point that the 
spirits would know that he was also “He-
who-wears-human-heads-as-earrings”. This 
is the name of one of the primordial deities 
who was created by Earthmaker when he 
caused the world to come into being.  

Red Horn became an important leader 
of his people.  One day, people from a 
nearby village came to Red Horn and told 

him that they had been attacked by a mysterious 
race of giants who killed many people and sacked 
their village. Red Horn contacted the giants and 
arranged to play a game of lacrosse to resolve 
their differences and the giants agreed.  The stakes 
were to be high; the losers would be killed.  On 
the day of the game, Red Horn was accompanied 
by his friends, including Turtle and Storms-as-he-
walks.  The latter was actually a Thunderbird who 
had come down from the Upperworld to live on 
earth as a mortal.  The opposing team was led by 
a giant chieftainess who had red hair.  She caught 
the ball in her racquet and ran into the woods, 
followed by Red Horn.  They immediately fell 
in love and she betrayed her people so that Red 
Horn’s team won the game and all of the giants 
were killed (except the woman who became Red 
Horn’s wife).  

The legend goes on to describe subsequent 
events in Red Horn’s life, but we have enough 
information to recognize what Prof. Hall was 
so excited about.  The two human figures on the 
left in the Red Horn Composition are larger than 
the one on the right.  They would be the giants 
and the human on the right would be Red Horn, 
whose image is rendered in greater detail than 
the rest.  We cannot see if Red Horn is wearing 
human heads as earrings because that area of his 
head has been overpainted.  Close examination of 
one of the giants reveals that it has a swirl of red 
paint  behind its head, suggesting that this might 
be the red-haired giantess.  Above the giants is a 

The “Red Horn” composition
on the cave wall. 

minerals fluoresce and record this on color 
infrared film. The results were impressive and, 
based on these enhancements, it was possible to 
make black and white tracings.

One group of images was particularly 
interesting, and, for reasons that will soon become 
clear, we called these figures, the “Red Horn 
Panel”.  Close inspection of this panel revealed 
that the surface of the cave wall had been sanded 
down before the delicate fine-lined figures were 
painted. This is interpreted to mean that the 
animals and humans in this group were done at 
the same time, so they are parts of a composition .    

 
Red Horn

Around 1900, anthropologist Paul Radin 
helped elders of the Native American people 
we now call the Ho-Chunk (formerly called the 
Winnebago) record large volumes of information 
about their traditions. The elders feared that their 
old ways would be lost as their culture changed 
rapidly under the influence of acculturation to the 
White Man’s world.  Among these oral traditions 
were many legends of events that happened in 
former times, and, among these was one story that 
attracted our attention: the Legend of Red Horn.  
Actually, it was another colleague, Prof. Robert L. 
Hall, who urged that we carefully read this legend 
because he thought that the figures described in 
the legend were the same as those depicted in the 
“Red Horn Composition”.  

The legend about Red Horn is a saga of heroic 
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he first tested the man-made dirts, the reaction of 
the acid and the dirt was literally, explosive - the 
entire testing apparatus blew up.  

The violent reaction occurred because these 
unusual sediments were made of a high proportion 
of calcium carbonate.  Microscopic study of the 
Kubiena samples indicated that the ingredients 
used were mostly ashes from burning (coniferous) 
trees and grasses.  Another important ingredient 
is “cooked” and powdered limestone.  Smaller 
proportions of (unburned) crushed and ground 
clam shell and bone were also mixed in.  The 
nearest outcrop of limestone is 14 miles from 
the (sandstone) cave; the source of the clams is 
the Wisconsin River which is eight miles away.  
Proof that these fabricated sediments were made 
in the cave came from the discovery in our 
excavations of a large earth oven that still had 
slabs of “cooked” limestone in its bottom.  There 
is no report of such man-made dirts, so we are 
calling these special kinds of artifacts, anthroseds 
(anthro-seds = human-dirts). Why anyone would 
make a dirt is problematic, but they seem likely to 
have served some ritual purpose.

Dating the Paintings
Excavations underneath the Red Horn 

composition involved removal of sediments that 
began washing into the cave after the field above 
it was plowed in 1870.  Beneath this 

Rim sherd, about 1,500 years old.

figure that certainly looks like a turtle.  Between 
the giants and Red Horn is a falcon-like bird that 
has a crest.  It is said that Thunderbirds can be 
distinguished from falcons because they always 
tie cedar boughs to their heads, which means that 
this figure could be “Storms-as-he-walks”.  It 
certainly seems that Prof. Hall’s interpretations 
deserve our attention.

Man-Made Dirt
Excavations at the cave began in 1984 and are 

still continuing.  In our initial test excavations we 
discovered that the floor deposits in the cave are 
deep, they are clearly stratified, and they contain 
abundant and well-preserved artifactual remains.  
These ideal conditions might permit us to find out 
when the paintings were done and, based on the 
artifacts associated might inform us about who the 
artists were.

Since there was good reason to believe that 
the various layers were laid down by water 
that had flooded the cave, I sought the help of 
another colleague, a geoarchaeologist and one 
of my former students, William Gartner, who 
analyzed the sediments for his Master’s Thesis in 
the Department of Geography at the University 
of Wisiconsin-Madison.  Gartner was to tell us 
what he could learn about how the sediments 
were laid down.  He would also use those data to 
help us understand what the local and regional 
environment was like when people were in the 
cave.  To do this, he would collect bags of 
the stuff.  He also wanted to take Kubiena 
samples - blocks of dirt - which could be 
processed to become hard “bricks” which 
can be cut in thin slices to be analyzed 
microscopically.  He was successful in 
all these tasks.  But neither he nor I were 
prepared for his discovery that a substantial 
portion of the sediments in the cave were 
actually made by humans and, like many 
discoveries, this one was made by accident.  
Standard procedures for analyzing samples 
of sediments involves testing for carbonate 
content by introducing a known amount of 
hydrochloric acid to a given amount of the 
dirt sample and measuring the amount of 
carbon dioxide that was generated.  When 
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credibility of the dates 
for the Red Horn 
Composition.  All 
of this lends strong 
support to the claim 
that the Ho-Chunk 
have made repeatedly 
over the past 100 years: 
the spirits made their 
ancestors build the 
effigy mounds. 

In the past few 
years, evidence has 
come to light that 
people in the shelter 
used man-made dirts 
much earlier than the 
date of the paintings 
and the head. The 
earliest anthroseds are 
from levels that date to 
500 B.C. and are in the 
form of caps on burnings associated with stone 
tools known as “Durst” points of the Late Archaic 
period. The hearths with caps occur throughout 
a time span from about 500 B.C. to about A.D. 
1000-1050, a long time indeed for a recognizable 
ritual!

Stone Head
Further, and particularly spectacular, support 

for a Ho-Chunk “presence”, was found in our 
excavations.  While removing the uppermost 
“natural” sediments near the back wall of the 
cave, we recovered a carved and painted human 
head sculpted out of the local sandstone.  It is 
about 26 cm (about 10 inches) high and was 
painted with vertical blue-gray lines, with a dotted 
circle painted on the chin.  The inside of the 
mouth was painted with orange-red pigment.  The 
colors, the style of painting, and the elongated 
nature of the head and the torsos on the figures on 
the wall are rather similar.  Early last century the 
elders told Radin that the Ho-Chunk sometimes 
paint the mouths of the deceased with red color 
to show their ancestors in the afterworld how 
happy they are to join them.  A modern Ho-Chunk 
visitor to the cave commented that the Bear clan 

Sandstone sculpture,
about 1,000 years old. 

“cap” is a relatively thin series of prehistoric 
natural sediments.  The lowest of these contained 
a series of irregularly shaped small burnings 
which we called “Feature 29”. The light from 
these fires would have illuminated the Red Horn 
Composition (it is dark in the cave) and they 
are interpreted as reflecting multiple episodes of 
viewing the paintings. A few centimeters below, 
in the uppermost portion of the anthrosed layers, 
we found a thin layer of sanding debris (the 
wall had been sanded prior to painting the Red 
Horn group) and a paint spill that matches the 
blue-gray color of the paintings.  The paint spill 
is about the size of a half-dollar and is a mere 
1.5 cm. thick.  With minor reservations, I take 
this to mean that we have found the residues of 
the Red Horn paintings and they are associated 
with the anthroseds.  Charcoal from Feature 29 
was submitted for radiocarbon dating using the 
accelerator mass spectrometry technique.  Without 
being calibrated, the assay yielded a date of A.D. 
860+75.  Another fireplace, Feature 1, was found 
in the layer immediately above and it produced 
two “standard” assays of A.D. 880+70 and 
980+70.  These assays are of the same date since 
they all overlap at one standard deviation.  A good 
estimate, then, for the fires that were used to view 
the Red Horn Composition is about A.D. 900-950.  

If all of these “hard” data and interpretations 
are correct, the implications are exciting.  They 
imply that at least some of the ideological 
ancestors of the modern Ho-Chunk people were 
in the cave, painting the images of the Red Horn 
legend more than 1,000 years ago.  The data also 
lend support to the idea that at least some oral 
traditions can be handed down by word of mouth 
for at least that long a period of time.   
Lying near the paint spill and the sanding debris 
were fragments of a pottery vessel of the type 
(Madison Cord Impressed) that archaeologists in 
the Wisconsin area usually regard as the ceramics 
used by the people who built low mounds in the 
form of animal and even human effigies. These 
have been dated to the range of approximately 
A.D. 750-1250 and, based on such cross-
dating the assays from the cave and the pottery 
associated with the anthroseds and the paintings 
are in agreement, lending further support to the 
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still paints a circle on the chin of the dead person 
prior to burial.  Further, the head was found in 
association with a pile of debris that includes 
animal bones and fragments of a broken pottery 
vessel.  The pot is quite similar to those made 
by the builders of the effigy mounds; ie., the 
ancestors of the modern Ho-Chunk. We have 
radiocarbon assays from the stratum immediately 
above (A.D. 1060+70) and in (A.D. 1010+70) 
the stratum in which the head and the associated 
debris were found, indicating a date for the head 
at about A.D. 1000-1050.

Thanks to Prof. James Theler, we have 
information on the bone found with the head.  
It consists of the remains of five or six young 
deer and one dog.  Based on the eruption of the 
molars of the deer, they were killed in the late 
fall or early winter (November - December).  
Further, the particular bones represented are the 
marrow-rich bones - the best and most nutritious 
“cuts”.  According to Radin, the most important 
ceremony of the Ho-Chunk was the Winter 
Feast, for which a number of deer were killed to 
provide the food.  A dog that had been raised for 
this specific purpose was ritually strangled for 
the feast. 

Bird Effigy Altar?
We have also learned that people in the 

shelter piled up the man-made dirts into a low 
mass in the shape of what appears to be a bird. 
The building of the structure occurred repeatedly 
from roughly A.D. 800. The “head” of the bird 
points toward the southeast corner of the cave 
where believe is a hole in the wall that may lead 
into an interior chamber. Our excavations have 
not yet reached the area of the proposed hole.

Red Horn’s Law
In April of 1993, one or two people visited 

the Gottschall cave and, using a masonry saw, 
tried to remove the painted figure of Red Horn 
from the wall.  They did not succeed. The 
damage that was done to the paintings mars their 
beauty, but the paintings and the information 
they contain survive. In response to the event, 
The State of Wisconsin passed a law making 
defacement of rock art a felony.
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A Message From
The President
By Mark Cupp

  The mission of 
Cultural Landscape 
Legacies, Inc. is to 
provide education, 
protection and 
preservation of the 
cultural heritage of  
the indigenous people
who left their legacy 
 on the landscape of  
the  Upper Midwest.

Another exciting year for CLL as the 
organization continues to expand membership 
and grow educational/outreach programming.  
As with many nonprofit organizations run by 
volunteers, time and funds are limited.  However, 
even with those limitations, CLL has flourished 
and has worked diligently to fulfill our mission.  
If you are not already a member of CLL, we 
invite you to join our group, support our mission 
and learn along with us.  Your modest annual 
dues are important to our work, especially in 
the area of educational outreach.  Printing of 
brochures, newsletters and the cost of lecturers 
and guest speakers, at this point, are paid from 
money collected for dues.  Please make sure you 
contribute annually and, if you can afford to give 
more, we would gratefully accept your donation.

Another way you can help is by volunteering, 
which may be done in many ways.  Our mounds 
stewardship activities will continue and we 
encourage volunteers to invest some sweat equity 
in the mounds by helping with tree and brush 
removal.  These events are publicized by e-mail 
to our distribution list and are noted on the CLL 
website. 

CLL is seeking someone with grant writing 

skills to help identify grant opportunities so that 
we are able to effectively leverage our funds.  If 
you don’t have grant writing skills but are willing 
to invest the time to learn, CLL would be happy to 
work with you.

For those who are fortunate to have a little 
extra cash, there are several special projects that 
require financial support.  The next generation 
of the Effigy Mounds Grand Tour brochure with 
a better map and added sites of interest will cost 
about $3000.  The Gottschall Project is looking 
for sponsors for a major data entry project 
that will enhance the ability to understand the 
horizontal and vertical distribution of artifacts 
discovered during excavations at the Gottschall 
Rockshelter.  The early estimate for students at 
Beloit College to do the work is $5000.  Also, 
analysis of sediments from the site could provide 
meaningful information to researchers.  There are 
a variety of analyses that could be done ranging 
from a cost of $1000 to $10,000.  

Presently, CLL is renting storage units for the 
equipment from the Gottschall Project.  If anyone 
has a secure location in a barn or shed for some of 
those materials, we could reduce overhead from 
storage costs.  Remember, CLL is recognized as 
an official 501(c)3  nonprofit organization, so your 
contributions are tax deductible.

If you have other special talents to offer or 
would like to sponsor a special project or research 
activity, please contact Dr. Salzer at (608) 362-
8812 or contact me at the Riverway Board office 
in Muscoda by calling (608) 739-3188 or 1-800-
221-3792.  You can reach me by e-mail at mark.
cupp@wisconsin.gov.  Visit the CLL website at 
www.clli.org for updates on activities throughout 
the year.

Special thanks to all the volunteers who have 
helped CLL fulfill its mission over the past 7 
years.  We look forward to many more years of 
providing education regarding the cultural history 
of the region as well as our continuing hands on 
efforts to preserve mounds and rock art sites.  

We hope to see you at one or more of our CLL 
events in 2010! 

Mark Cupp, President of  
Cultural Landscape 
Legacies, Inc.



Legacies News 2009 �9Legacies News 200� �9

MEMBERSHIP FORM

_____ Yes!  Enroll me as a member.  We are a charitable, tax-exempt 
corporation.

Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of:

_____ $25 (Basic)  _____ $10 (Student)  _____ $50  _____ $100  

_____ $500  _____ $1000  _____ $5000 (Benefactor)

Contributions above Basic Membership may be allocated to specific ongoing 

projects:

$_____ The Effigy Mounds Grand Tour

$_____ The Gottschall Project

List your expertise or skills that you might want to contribute (optional):

Name: _________________________________

Street Address: __________________________

City: ____________ State:____  Zip:_________

Email Address: __________________________

Please make check payable to:  Cultural Landscape Legacies, Inc.

Mailing address:  PO Box 187, Muscoda, WI  53573
Telephone #:  1-800-221-3792 or 608-739-3188

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE LEGACIES, INC.
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Sketch made in 1859 of the Man Mound near Baraboo.


